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ORIGINAL

Report on Expenditure of Title I1, Section 251 Funds
October 2005 through September 2006

As requested by the U.8. Election Assistance Commission, the following narrative report
outlines expenditures and related activities conducted by the State of Arkansas during
Federal fiscal year 2006 utilizing Title II, Section 251 funds.

During the 2006 Federal fiscal year, the State of Arkansas spent $10,790,994.90in Title I1
funds to provide local election official training, to install a HAVA compliant statewide
voting system, to complete installation of a HAVA compliant statewide voter registration
system, to provide voter education, to improve the administration of federal elections and
other activities to comply with the provisions of Title III of the Help America Vote Act.

Elections Administration--$35,.376.26

As noted in previous narrative reports, the Arkansas SOS sought and received approval
from the State General Assembly for the establishment of four (4) additional positions in
the SOS Elections Division to assist Arkansas’s counties with the administration of
HAVA. A small portion of Title Il funds were used to pay salaries and associated
matching costs for those positions during the reporting period. The positions include the
following personnel: Two (2) Election Coordinators who assist counties with training
and education related to the implementation of HAVA; one (1) programmer to support
and assist with Arkansas’s conversion to a HAVA compliant statewide voter registration
list; and one (1) HAVA project manager to supervise the activities of all HAVA positions
and HAV A related activities. Beginning July 1, 2007, these positions will be supported
fully by state dollars.

Statewide Voter Registration List--31,822,969.56

The State expended Title IT funds during this reporting period to continue the
implementation of a statewide voter registration system pursuant to the requirements in
Title TIT, Section 303 of the Help America Vote Act. Arkansas’s Network of Voters in
Arkansas (NOVA) is a uniform, centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter
registration list administered by the Secretary of State and accessible in a real-time
format by each of Arkansas’s 75 county clerks.

The State spent Title II funds for system design, project management, data conversion
and testing, data cleansing, user acceptance testing, state agency data sharing,
performance and load testing and training for local election officials on use of the new
system. Arkansas’s 75 counties were “live” on the NOVA system by December 31,
2005,

Title I funds were also used fund an agreement in the amount of $22,173.75 between the
Arkansas SOS and the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators to share
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data with the state’s department of motor vehicles for the purposes of verifying driver’s
license and social security administration data.

Voting System: Implementation--$8,462,644. 72"

Consistent with Title III, Section 301 of the Help America Vote Act, the State of
Arkansas expended Title II funds for the purchase of HAVA compliant voting machines,
election programming and reporting software, associated peripheral devices, project
management and testing services and training for local election officials. The state
purchased laptop computers for use by county election commissions in tabulating and
reporting election results and incurred associated expenses for hardware, data processing
supplies, software and licensing. Additional expenses under this category included paper
rolls for communication packs and RTAL devices.

The state allowed each county to select from one of three (3) HAVA compliant voting
system options and to take advantage of contract pricing in an agreement negotiated by
the state. In some cases, Arkansas counties chose to supplement available state and
federal dollars with local funds to fully implement the voting system solution of their
choice.

Voting System: Voter Education & Training--3470,004.36

The State of Arkansas expended Title II funds for public service announcements related
to new voting equipment in use in Arkansas’s counties for the 2006 Election Cycle.
Television and radio ads explained how to use the voting machines and how the machines
were accessible for individuals with disabilities. The newspaper ads illustrated the use of
the machines in each county specific to the type of equipment the county chose (i.e.,
optical scan plus DRE or full DRE).

Other expenses include printed posters to satisfy the requirement of Title III, Section 302
of the Help America Vote Act, to educate voters about the ability to cast a provisional
ballot, information about the election and the voter’s rights under the law. Other printed
materials included instructions notifying voters in central count optical scan counties of
the effect of casting multiple votes for office and instructions on how to correct the ballot
before it is cast and counted. Local funds were expended to place this informational
material on the voter’s ballot as well, consistent with the requirement of Title ITI, Section
301(B) of the Help America Vote Act.

Travel and subsistence costs for training local election officials are also included under
this category.

Please refer to page 13 of the Arkansas State Plan for a description of Arkansas’s Title 11
Budget.

' Expenditures noted include program management and consulting fees agsociated with planning and
installation of a statewide voting system. For reference purposes, those Title I funds are classified under
the “Other Activities” portion of the Title IT budget outlined in the Stdte Plan.
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